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books. 


itsider have tlieir points even against thus 


;e of ;| 


r .(sider nave mm j'owi 

because the views ojn information. Mr. Benson hasT* C 

near J iro „, Mr. W. M. Rossetti, and from 

had the benefit of much n P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ many^ 

knew and ° vc < of view. It is true that the common notion of iL Wlth 
i^haThewas a somewhat morbid and abnormal person , the author p re ^ 
him as a person of mystic sympathies indeed, but also of much vi g0ur 
strong common sense. “ In attempting to draw Rossetti’s character,- * 
Mr. Benson, ” it is necessary to remember that we are not dealing Wlth 

the 


*11 ^ Y\ | ^ |j 

It is difficult for English minds to conceive 


English type at all - — — '-'■'•iceive t] 1f , 

remote and dimly apprehended possibilities which tor Rossetti l ay behind 
material forms of beauty, and to gauge the depth of the secret of which hints 
were written in the precise forms of hands and lips and eyes.” Again, *■ jj e 
had an intellectual nature of extraordinary vividness, a hard mental force 
which gained in strength from the extremely definite limitations of his in i n( i >. 
This is how Rossetti taught art at the Working Men’s College, a wav to 
commend itself to members of the P.N.E.U. “ ‘ You think,’ ” he writes, “ ‘ I 
have turned humanitarian perhaps, but you should see my class for the 
model i None of your freehand drawing-books used ! The British mind is 
brought to bear on the British mug at once, and with results that would 

astonish you.’ His method was characteristic : he put a model a bird or 

a boy— before his class and said, ‘ Do it.’ He did not begin with light and 
shade, but gave his pupils full colour at once.” Mr. Benson writes with the 
enthusiasm proper to all who came in contact with the master 
Hawthorne’s New England Romances (Newnes’ Thin Paper Classics, 3/6). 
the publishers are doing great things for our education as a nation bv their 
charming reproductions of the classics, especially by the pocket editions. 
Messrs. Newnes send us a peculiarly dainty and delightful volume containing 
Hawthorne’s novels, The House of the Seven Gables, The Scarlet Letter, 
and The Blythedede Romance, bound in blue lambskin, and really beautifully 
Anri 1 v. 6 P ° ltra,t °* Hawthorne, the frontispiece, is a possession. 

o 0 od for ^ am , lf 1S , t0 be delicately wooed to read Hawthorne again ! How 
amongst )is Xam ^ e ’.J at * ll(E be Pyncheon should once more take her place 
girls. r What n mn,den for the emulation of English and American 
November 'Pl/T K P rettIer than the conversations between ‘ Mav and 

Thefirstdayof Phmbe’s shop- 

dehghicf t^wdccmV^^’ by , MrS ' Briglltwen ( Flsher Unwin, 3/ ). We are 
so charmin'* and eas ^ ne ". ,X)ok Mrs. Brightwen. Few persons have 
volume, b^t Tl:ZZTT y 7 lth naUire This is ™> t a consecutive 
birds. All is fish that " udies of individuals, trees or insects, beasts or 
this kind will be reeo'mbeT^ h° ^ autllor,s net , and the value of a book of 
way to get at the knowled./" f WhCn W? have conie to kno%v that the ° n ’ y 
of some individual of the* P< i " any c ^ ass * s humble and affectionate study 
ah wish to encourage in rKm ^ blS ' S tke sort °* na ture-study we should 
seedlings of the common „ 'u°? U For many years I failed to find any 
An d I naturally looked for <- ’ ° r , tblS reason 5 the ash has a pinnate leaf, 
to say, it begins life with a c- 0 ™^ lng sdn *lar in its cotyledon, but, strange 
a pear tree. I n the second e oval leaf that might belong to a poplar or 

vath four or five f *'“ lt ha * three leaflets, and in due time it appears 

lhe ^ting and the Ulustratfo * “ d 3 tCrminal one. as in the adult tree." 

ns aie alike charming. 
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THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

A Book of English Poetry for the Young, arranged by W. H. Woodward in 
two volumes (University Press, 2/- each). Mr. Woodward has given U s two 
uncommonly nice books of English poetry for the young. The first is intended 
for preparatory and elementary schools, the second for secondary and high 
schools. We do not ourselves see any great gap between the two ; either 
book it seems to us would do for either sort of school. In both volumes 
patriotism and heroism are the notes, and we think rightly so for these are 
the simpler passions which appeal to the young. We are glad to see the 
ballad of 7 he Brave Lord Wiloughby and The Red Thread of Honour, and 
many delightful poems old and new. Blake is represented by four poems 
and his latter-day rival may we call him so — Stevenson, by two Windv 
Nights and The Lamplighter. In Part II., we have the same generous 
sympathy with what a schoolboy (and a schoolgirl) likes. Newbolt’s A dmirals 
All, Henley’s England, Kipling’s Ballad of East avid West, take their places with 
Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind, and fine passages from Milton, Shakespeare 
We are glad to see that Longfellow is given his due place in both volumes. 
The order is chronological, but the little books are without the stiffness of 
most volumes chronologically arranged. A pleasant page, clear type, and a 
light and pleasing volume, add to the attractiveness of these nice poetry books. 
The notes are kept down with a firm hand. 

A School Poetry Book, edited by W. Peterson (Longmans, 3/6). Another 
admirable school poetry book which we have already reviewed in two parts 
as a junior and senior book. We think we liked it better in that form; the 
present volume, though in a fine, clear type and generally pleasing format, 
is a little clumsy and heavy. 

Temptation and Escape , by H. C. G. Moule (Seeley & Co., 1/-). In days 
when we are all apt to ignore, if we do not deny, that prince of the power 
of the air who, Christianity teaches, has access to everyone of us ; Bishop 
Moule’s spiritual and practical little book should be of real use This sentence 
offers a useful key to certain difficulties : — “ Is it not at least possible that, as 
the last pages of the Bible tell us of a glorious and blissful future in terms of 
symbol and figure, so the first pages of the Bible tell us in the same style of 
a most mysterious past ? ” 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible, for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

Dear Editor.— Mav we call the attention of your readers to a Vacation 
Term for Biblical Study to be held this summer at Oxford on the same e 

as that which took place last year at Cambridge. 1S a emp intelligent 
need felt by many educated women for more systematic and mtdl«e»t 

study of the Bible proved such a success that the promo e 
have been encouraged to repeat the experiment. ,. f h 

No serious student of the Bible to-day can afford ‘o g -^the fresh n 
continually pouring in from recent research and exploration, least 
those who are engaged in the teachmg of Scnpture. s ^ ^ conducted by 

The course of study is on a C * • , school of 

lecturers chosen, not as representatives of any particular 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


476 

^ThTtheir own subjects. The following have kindly 

thought, but as experts in me y 

consented to lecture . 

Courses. Df Buchanan Cray; The Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

Rev. C. J. Ball ; Professor Ramsay ; Mr. C. Webb. 

Dr. Adeney ; Dr. Bennett. 


First Week. 
Second Week. 
Third Week. 
Single Lectures. 
First Week. 


Dr. Grenfell; Professor Margoliouth ; Dr. Charles, 
Miss Wordsworth ; Sir Oliver Lodge. 
c Week Dr. Bigg ; Professor Percy Gardner. 

Third W»k. ' Dr. Kenyon , Rev. W. R. Inge ; Mr. F. C. Conybeare. 
The term will last from Monday. July 25th. to Saturday. August 13th. 
The subjects are so arranged that students who cannot come for more than 
a week or a fortnight will be able to attend complete courses ' 

The Ladies’ Colleges have kindly offered to take in students, and lodgings 
can be obtained in Oxford through the Committee. The total cost (including 
lecture tickets) will not be more than /2 a week. 

Yours etc., 

Mary Benson ( President of Committee), 
Tremans, Horsted Keynes ; 

(Miss) Beatrice Creighton (Secretary), 
Hampton Court Palace; 

who will gladly give any necessary information. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Tel. 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all matters of 
interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies of any prospectuses or 
other papers they may print. 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas Powis. 
Dunfermline— Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be glad 
to hear from people interested. 

Guildford. Names may be sent pro lent, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, Ewhurst 
Rectory, near Guildford. 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

th^7 °L f 7 PareriS ’ RevieW livin * in th ^e districts, or having friends 
* are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 


was r::™ t N , D Roscombe - A very pleasant and instructive meeti 
wild h flotpr« 6n SelW0 1 ° d> Gervis Roa d. on the 6th inst. An exhibition 
mosses, leaves, shells, fossils, butterflies, moths and otl 
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objects collected by children was a welcome evidence of their i , 

Nature study. Some of the little ones exhibits • xr * Merest in 

containing brush drawines and descriptions of l 7^ note ' books . 

carefully and artistically: Many of TZ nr e , ° b ’ eCtS 6XeCUted 

great variety of natural history specimens" found 56 " "^7 9Urpnsed at the 
® , . . y ^P eci niens lound upon Bournemouth bearh 

The chddren took a keen interest in examining each other’s work Prized 
were presented by Miss Agnes Rooper. the hon. secretary, to the chddren 
who had made the best collections. After an inspection of the exhibits 
Study 7’ C eC1 B ° SanqUet ^ an address on the ‘ Importance of Nature 

Darlington.— A meeting of this branch was held (by kind permission of 
Mrs. Fenwick), at Woodburn, on April 25th, Miss Katherine Pease in the 
chair. J. Henderson, Esq., Mus. Bac., gave an address on “How the 
Mother or Practice-governess can help the Music Teacher ” The lecturer 
began by pointing out the difference between the physical and mental sides 
of music teaching. Ihe former, he considered, was almost entirely lost 
sight of. This was to be doubly deplored : in the first place, as the loss of a 
valuable intellectual exercise ; and in the second, because no amount of 
physical practice could take the place of a mental grasp of the subject. He 
then described various schools of technique, and gave many useful hints as 
to the best position of the pianist, and the action of the fingers and the wrist. 
Whichever school of technique was followed, the aim of the pupil must be 
to bring out a sweet, pure tone from the instrument. The lecturer advised 
parents to be careful in their choice of a music teacher and deprecated the 
idea that an inferior teacher was good enough for beginners. In speaking of 
various methods of music teaching, Mr. Henderson said that a good teacher 
almost certainly presupposed a good method, but that, on the other hand, a 
bad teacher could render the best method of little avail. The lecturer spoke 
highly of Mrs. Curwen’s Child Pianist, and said that since Mrs. Curwen’s 
lecture to this branch he had investigated her method carefully and used it 
with most satisfactory results. He especially commended the use of the time 
names which she advocates. In conclusion, the lecturer urged parents to let 
children hear as much good music as possible, as in this way the child’s ear 
become unconsciously attuned to themes and passages of enduring beauty. 

Ipswich. — A most thoughtful and interesting address was given by 
Canon Thompson, of Aldeburgh, in April, at Ipswich Museum. Ihe 
subject was, “ Right aspects of prayer and their effects on character. 
The lecturer claimed that this was a most important subject and said that 
the responsibility of presenting Divine truth to their children pressed hard 
on most thinking parents. The word “prayer came from a (.reek \sord 
meaning “continued steadfast,” or “steadfast continuance to persist. 
Many educated people were in favour of giving up the practice of prayer— 
perhaps the best answer was the universal instinct lor prayer. It was a 
distinction between ourselves and the brutes. It had been define as t e 
“breath of the soul”— we breathe out our wants, necessities, and weak- 
nesses ; we breathe in strength and Divine compassion. It iso ten con en e 
that much prayer is wasted, because it has no immediate resu t. 
prayer-serious prayer-is strongly effective in its influences on ourselves ; 
it educates us in patience, in submission, in a better understanding of the 
Divine will. The first feature of prayer is intercourse with God . the t ling 
seen — the worship of all that this world has to offer is our stumbling-block. 
The antidote is to strive to realise the presence of God. We are taught to 



, ,-nmise of it contemplates the working 

. mir .. daily bread,” but the Pf° we ma y feel we are praying in 

for it *° When we pray for ^^ ,ua ’ . f we " pr ay for earthly things, we must 

for the Divine will ; lnu 11 f rprnains ungranted, as we may 

accordance^our yer is lost if the PJ* 1 ^ {or us or for the world at large, 
n°t fee nraving for what is reall> .. c i ose Q f the address, and 

Some^ry interesting discussK.n took Pjoe ^ ^ ^ audience while 

i ady Farren. in her vote o ‘banks. c e add ress, had so stimulated 

saying that the Canon J^ n Ts thaf many words would be superfluous. 

^hTReTw'irFletcher kind ‘y^ ^ ^branch was held on May 6th 
KEW AND Richmond. -—A meeting j indores Bran stone Road, Kew. 
(b y kind permission of Mrs. Bank ) ^ members were present. Dr. 

Mrs. Scott was in the chair, an ? a , s Health,” speaking especially of 

Johnson Stoney lectured on Ch g q( disease ghe advised the 

the preventible conditions of ea {ar more often caught by 

systematic opening of windows ^ D wou ld have colds treated as 

infection than from draughty 1 ^ saying that "a little cold does 

recognised conta^ous disease- - each cold left the mucous membranes 

not matter, she told her hea _ ^ condition . S he then went on to 

of the body a little more u > { dern childhood, enlarged 

consider those very — “"f a disease in themselves-.hey 

tonsils and adenoids. 1 he t near the root of the nose— but 

are natural glands at ° ~ become diseased, their extraction becomes 

once through constant co ^ johnS on Stoney then considered 

a painless and necessa \ 1 the d ; ge stive svstem, the teeth, 

that very freque, M -us ° f troub: ‘^^nd systematic cleaning, never to 
These, she said, ought with prope c sto machic trouble 

S -d un“ t eetl. Ryes also came in for the 
lecturer’s attention. All children being at first naturally long-sighted, she 
was very much averse to their learning to read or do fine kindergarten wor 
or handicrafts before six or seven, after which the eye muscles are strong 
enough to form the eyes properly for close looking. She instanced ma y 
evils such as squints, styes in the eyes, etc., all signs of strain, whicn can 
be cured by the use of glasses. Short sight was never hereditary, 
brought on 'by weakness or strain. Speaking of feeding, Dr. Johnson Stoney 
thought children were far better without stimulants such as tea or coflee, 
but should be allowed as much water as they liked. But feeding between 
meals was a great evil, as even sweets or biscuits disturbed the stomac s 
“ afternoon nap,” and did not allow it proper intervals of repose. Finally 
the lecturer urged the general adoption of the German system of a regu 
and frequent medical examination of all children, say thrice. a year, 
by the same doctor. Such evils as spinal curvature, heart trouble, etc., 
would then be discovered and arrested before they had gone too far, an 
much misery be spared to the present and future generations . — \ clas^ 1 
being formed for “ Discussion and Debate,” which will be conducted by 1 ie 
lecturer at the last meeting, Miss d’Esterre. Those interested are 
requested to communicate with the secretary of the branch. 

Melbourne (Kew Sub-Branch). — O n October 16th, 1903, a drawing-room 
meeting was held at “ Ivanhoe,” Barry Street, to discuss the advisability 0 
forming a sub-branch in Kew of the P.N.E.U. Dr. Kent Hughes was chair- 
man, and about thirty were present. An interesting address was given b> 
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Mr 


T. I. C ollins, M.A., explaining the principles and objects of th* • 
and methods of working in England. He was followed by Mr. F. Ta^ 


Director of Education in Victoria, who warmly ad vocatfH tn/r * f 
—ch Melbourne ,< , heip ,o reuse ^ £ 

among parents. he Rev. G. M. Long also spoke on the importance of 
religious training for the young. It was unanimously agreed to form a 
branch in Kew and a Committee of seven was appointed to arrange 
meetings and lectures.-On March 4th a most successful meeting was held in 
the large schoolroom, at "Ruyton” Ladies* College, by the kindness of the 
Misses Bromley and Lascelles. The chair was taken by Theodore Fink 
Esq,, M.I..A.; about eighty were present. A most delightful address was 
given by Miss Morris, M.A. (Principal of Melbourne Church of England 
Girls' Grammar School), on “Glimpses of School Life in England and 
America.” The speaker had just returned from a tour in which she had 
specially studied modem methods of education. She gave most interesting 
accounts of the different girls’ schools she had visited, mentioning the great 
improvements in buildings and the fittings of modern schoolrooms and the 
bright surroundings in which pupils worked. She remarked on the im- 
portance attached in America to the study of the history of different nations 
and modern science, while less time was given to languages than in England. 
The American child is also encouraged to criticise both his own work and 
that of others, the great object in modern teaching being to make the 
pupils think for themselves. A cordial vote of thanks to Miss Morris for 
her instructive address was proposed by Mr. J. T. Collins, and an interesting 
discussion followed. The evening closed by a short speech by the chairman, 
in which he remarked that all parents should endeavour to learn what are 
the best methods of education in the present day in order to obtain them 
for their children. 

Reading. — The last meeting of the Session of this branch was held at Univer- 
sity College, on Thursday, April 28th, when an interesting debate took place on 
education. The Principal of the College (Mr. W. M. Childs) presided over 
a large attendance. The Principal welcomed the members of that Society, 
and said that one of his great hopes when the new College buildings were 
erected was to have a room which could be used practically without expense 
for any educational purposes such as the meeting of that Society. Miss 
Musson (Head Mistress of the Reading High School) opened the debate by 
m ovine : “This meeting considers that in the education of both boys and 

girls more attention should be paid to the cultivation of those virtues winch 
are generally considered the prerogative of the opposite sex.” Miss Musson 
said they should strive to infuse public-spiritedness an eve °f »P , y 

courage, which were characteristic of boys, in the case of ? irls ; a ^ 
up the boys in such virtues as gentleness, patience and unselfishness- he 
virtues of the girls. Education should prevent the boy ^ 
girl from being deceitful. Mr. Hastings ^r jonw ^ bemg tw> 

for athletics was becoming a craze, an of their own that 

masculine. Women had such supremely good qo.l.n^ of therno™ t 

they could only sufler when .hey .mmp.ed to ^ 

mental education they Mowed in the of m«». g seemecMo ^ 

that such imitation, however flattering. He thoroughly approved 

different from men in s.rne.nre tuTas men dUged in ,„e 

of games like hockey and tennis t o diverge in the direction of their 

7, them learn side by side 
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but there should be a special divergence in the 
chemistry, botany. <vc., specially adapted to men or women as 

direction of those P a lL tl ^ u Rev A p H Allan proposed the following rider to 
10 '' That a higher standard of refinement in boys 


the case might be. 


a system allowing greater freedom of intercourse 
can be best rtac > , Manly and womanly virtues did not 

between b °y s an ^ - | u k the on i y true method to bring about 

n of .he influences of the fwo se.es fhe 

b nther The English girl who had brothers was a beautiful 

ZtaT? the girl of many girls in a family could not be compared with fhe 
girl who was bfought up amongst other girls ; she learn, o hold her own. 
while she lost non. of her dignity. Mrs. Ralph sa.d she had watched the 
co-education of boys and girls for 28 years. The ideal to be worked for was 
to make not so much a line or good man or woman, but a higher type of 
human being. There were no distinct virtues which were necessarily the 
prerogative of boys alone, or girls alone. Yet she agreed, for reasons which 
went far back into the history of our own civilization, there were certain 
virtues which women lacked and which they were commonly expected to find 
in men. Women as a rule were deficient in a sense of honour and public 
spirit. The great want in the education of women was to make them able 
to differ from one another and at the same time feel absolute friends. When 
boys and girls met continually “ nonsense ” was reduced almost to a mini- 
mum ; the boys developed some of the best qualities of the girls and the 
girls those of the boys. The great fault of English private life to-day was 
not the fault of the woman as mother and wife, but, want of any profound feeling 
as to the dignity of fatherhood and husbandhood in the man. Mr. A. S. Caudle 
also joined in the discussion. Mr. J. H. Gettins remarked that one could not 
possibly introduce the relations which existed between brothers and sisters 
at home, into a public school. He did not think the ladies found the boys 
of to-day unmannerly, unchivalrous or discourteous, rough, rude or brutal. 
He considered the need of girls to develop the qualities usually ascribed to 
boys was greater than the need of boys to develop those qualities ascribed to 
girls. It was a general characteristic of women that they were somewhat 
narrow in their views, that they showed incapacity to admit personal con- 
siderations in view of abstract principles. Their spirit of rivalry was not 
always generous and liberal. Let the closest friendship exist between two 
girls in school ; if competitors for the same prize there was great danger of 
that friendship being dissolved. They were swayed by trifles rather than by 
principles, and were perhaps more dependent upon others than they should 
be. Co-education required most careful supervision ; it was not sufficient to 
put oys and girls together and expect them to do what was proper any more 
than it was to put a lot of boys together and expect them to do just what 
was proper. Morality must be taught. It must be pointed out with wise 
TrfnTnT mterferen <* on the part of those responsible for 

education 81I \ S t ° getller - * he Chairman said, with regard to co- 

ad vantages Th ° Ug i lere were certain risks there were also immense 

the company aflerw“,k '!o!,k "tea"" "to,™,' ' ma “ m< ' usly “ rrlod ’ 

passed ,o Mr - 

,eL2To? m, r,5 M°° d Knd ' < by ki "“ 

unfortunately unable t ’ 1 uesda V- March 15th. Dr. Schofield was 

interesting lecture on •• Living^lTsT r’u' Crum P 8 ave “■ 

appreciated. ^ ks * ur t Nursery,” which was much 


THE 

PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OI* HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life,” 


Vol. XV. No. 7.] [JULY, 1904. 

THE PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 

EIGHTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

WAS HELD IN 

THE ROYAL ARCH HALLS, EDINBURGH, 
27 th, 2%th y 30 th, and 31 st May, 1904. 


PROGRAMME. 

FIRST DAY- FRIDAY, 27 th May. 

Evening, 8.30. Opening Meeting. The Earl of Aberdeen in the Chair. 

“The Education of Character.” 

Dr. A. T. Schofield, London. 

“ Nature and Nurture.” Professor J. Arthur 

Thomson, M.A., Aberdeen University. 


SECOND DAY- SATURDAY, 28 th May. 

Forenoon, 10.30. The Countess of Aberdeen in the Chair. 

“Normal Growth in the School Agee. 

Dr. W. Leslie Mackenzie. 


“Nervous Diseases and Symptoms of the School 
Age.” Dr. Clouston, President , Royal College of 

Physicians. 

a n Arm! nnm an t.fl.l Tflxercise at) School- 


temoon, 2.30. Visit to Old Edinburgh, conducted by Sheriff Guthrie. 


Evening, 8.30. Reception by the Countess of Aberdeen in the Arch Halls, 
VOL. XV. — NO. 7- 


